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In 2015, a group of about 25 families from around the city and 
from different walks of life came together as ONE BODY and were 
commissioned by Shoreline Church to answer God’s call to plant a 
multiethnic and multi-generational church. This group came to be 
known as Hope Fellowship Church. 

Hope Fellowship found a meeting space inside the basement of a 
historic building just east of downtown Knoxville. At first glance at the 
condition of the facility, most would have thought the space would 
be impossible to work with, but our group saw potential. We saw an 
answer to prayer.

 In faith, we worked tirelessly, oftentimes without heat or air, to turn 
our new home into a place that was ready to serve the many souls God 
would entrust to us. In faith, we hoped, prayed, and worked to see the 
beauty of the gospel transform our city. 

In faith, I submit our open-handed ministry plan for 2018. I submit 
it to you with joy, expectations, and a heart that knows God can do 
exceedingly and abundantly above what WE can ask or imagine. 

Going forward, we want to continue to be a people with eyes that 
shine with the hope of the gospel and are fixed on Christ. We want 
to continue envisioning CHRIST’S KINGDOM coming to the city of 
Knoxville as we work to see it REDEEMED and RENEWED by HIS 
glorious GOSPEL.

WHERE
WE’VE BEEN



Love Kitchen - Served and sorted food and gave clothing through Hope’s 
Clothing Closet.

Young Life - Sponsor and host. 

Austin East - Football team sponsor.

Adopted four families for Thanksgiving.

Adopted four families for Christmas. 

Future of Hope - We hosted a dinner and worship night for students.

First Tee - We purchased a $350 projector and provided a dinner for this 
after school program.

Knox County Schools in East Knoxville - We provided in-service day 
breakfast.

Vine Middle School - We stocked their reward closet. 

Water Angels Ministry - We used Hope’s Clothing Closet to donate clothes.

Emerald Academy - We provided teacher appreciation lunch and 
encouraging notes. 

We walked in the MLK Day Parade.

Sarah Moore Greene - We participated in Career Day. 

Women’s Wellness Event - We hosted an event to support the wellness of 
heart, mind, body, and soul of the women in East Knoxville.

HOPE IN THE COMMUNITY 
2016-2017:

HOPE FELLOWSHIP BY 
THE NUMBERS 

GIVING:

46 70 5

2016 
Giving: $147,151 

2017 
Giving YTD: $85,000

2018 
Giving Goal: $150,000

Partners YTD Baptisms YTDAvg. Attendance YTD



WHO
WE ARE

THE MISSION  
OF HOPE

Hope Fellowship exists to make disciples in the city of Knoxville as a Christ-
centered, multi-ethnic, and multi-generational church working to see the city 
redeemed and renewed with the message of Jesus Christ. 

THE MESSAGE  
OF HOPE

As a Christ-centered church, the story of Jesus Christ is our message. Hope 
Fellowship is committed to endlessly telling the story of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ for the purpose of bringing salvation to humanity 
through our belief in Jesus’ work on the cross. 

Hope Fellowship believes that all people were made by God with beauty 
and value and are therefore worthy to be treated with dignity, respect, and 
without discrimination. As a result of this belief, we are committed to telling 
the story of God’s diverse family and to letting that shape how we interact 
with one another in everyday life. 

THE METHODS  
OF HOPE

The method in which Hope Fellowship achieves its goals is by allowing its 
mission and its message to be lived out in our actions. In short, the method 
of Hope Fellowship is to live out  the meaning of the gospel. We believe that 
Christ’s work on the cross is meant to shape how God’s people live. 



Therefore, Hope Fellowship and its members work to take the message 
of Christ to all we can, while at the same time using our gifts, talents, and 
resources to bring about the reality of Heaven on Earth. 

To understand this, one must understand the demographics of Heaven and 
the landscape of the communities and people to which Hope are called to 
minister. 

God cares about the fatherless; thus, Hope Fellowship cares about the 
fatherless. God cares about humanity and its flourishing; therefore, Hope 
Fellowship cares about humanity flourishing. In Jesus’ name, we work to see 
the schools, families, and affairs of our community flourish by sending out 
Christian leaders to speak into the governance of these things. With this, we 
pray that God would set those leaders apart and give them an opportunity to 
use their ordained voices. 

ACCOMPLISHING  
THE MISSION

If God answered every prayer we are praying to be a Christ-centered, multi-
ethnic, and multi-generational church working to see the city redeemed 
and renewed with the message of Jesus Christ, it would manifest itself in the 
following ways:

Salvation of Souls

Discipleship of Families

Christian-based Community Development Initiatives

The first step toward these becoming a reality is being good stewards of the 
financial and human resources that God has given us. For example, if God 
has sent us a medical professional, we should not hesitate to mobilize them 
to help us do medical missions. If God has sent us academics, we should not 
hesitate to mobilize them to help us improve the education of the students 
around us. We want to be sure to use EVERY resource God has given us to 
advance the mission of Hope.



I believe the greatest way we will show that we have bought into the 
vision and work God has called us to do is by how much time we give it. 
Collectively, our church is very busy. Therefore, the most important gift we 
have is time. We believe that God has already set forth what our priorities 
need to be in 2018. We do not want these priorities to become burdens, and 
in order to avoid that, we must go into the coming year knowing that giving 
our time needs to be a priority for our church family. 

PRAYER
Jesus said that apart from HIM we can do nothing. To prioritize 
prayer, we have dedicated each Sunday morning from 9:30 
a.m. - 9:55 a.m. to being in prayer before our worship service 
begins. Please join us as we make prayer a priority.

In addition to Sunday mornings, throughout the year we will have 
multiple prayer gatherings. These are scheduled to last about an 
hour each. We encourage you to be at all of these gatherings. 

PARTNERSHIP
Everything Hope Fellowship does is based on what we believe 
will benefit our church family best. We are committed to those 
who are committed to us, and decisions are made based on the 
needs of our body. Partnership (membership) is the only way to 
fully be a part of the body of our church! 

Not a partner yet but want to become one? Meet us at Hope 101 
on one of the following dates: January 21, March 18, May 20, 
July 15, September 23, November 18, for our partenership class.

DISCIPLESHIP
Prioritizing discipleship means that we will not allow anyone to 
fall through the cracks. We will accomplish this through: 

Community Groups 
Collectively, it is our aim to have all Hope Partners plugged 
into a community group and attending that group 80% of the 
time. Community groups meet an average of 42 times a year. 

OUR 2018 
PRIORITIES



We are asking that you attend your group 34 times. Together, 
we will study four books in 2018. One focusing on the gospel, 
one on life as a christian, one on life as a church, and one on 
urban ministry. Community group curriculum will cost a total 
of $50 for 2018.

Sunday Gatherings
Scripture tells us that we should not neglect gathering 
together. In the New Testament, the early church met daily 
to study the bible, share meals, and worship. We want to 
model the early church’s priority to gathering together by 
committing to attending a minimum of three Sunday 
gatherings per month. We want our church to master 
fellowship, discipleship, and care for one another, and 
attending our Sunday gatherings helps us meet that goal. 

Student Discipleship 
We want to continue to grow our Kid and Student ministries 
at Hope by fostering an education and relationship-based 
environment for the younger generation. Our goal is for 
Hope to be a place for them to grow in their knowledge of 
and relationship with Jesus, as well as their relationships with 
fellow believers of their age group.

We also want to extend our partnership with Young Life 
by providing qualified and willing adult disciplers to come 
alongside students ready to take their next step with Jesus. 

Leadership Development
Hire additional staff, install Elders and Deacons, disciple and 
mobilize more community group leaders, and mobilize the 
body to use their gifts.

FINANCIAL OWNERSHIP
This means we will collectively and consistently give to God’s 
mission at Hope. In order for Hope to thrive, we need more 
people overseeing the day to day administration of Hope 
Fellowship. We are incredibly thankful for all of our volunteers and 
how they faithfully work to make Hope happen. However, in order 
for Hope Fellowship to steward growth and to keep up with the 
daily ministry needs of our church family, we need to hire more 
staff members in 2018, and your commitment to giving will make 
that possible. 



Collectively, we will participate in a special one-day giving offering on 
December 10th. This offering goal is $30,000. Below is a breakdown 
of what Hope Fellowship needs in order to reach this goal. Please use 
this guide to pray through your giving commitment. 

To reach our goal of $30,000 we need:

$30K

10
Givers at

$500

20
Givers at

$250
5

Givers at

$2500

5
Givers at

$1000
25

Givers at

$100

GOAL

$20,000-Seed money to hire additional staff
$5,000-Jump start next year’s budget
$5,000- Funds for facility needs

WHERE DO
WE START?



WITH THE COLLECTIVE BODY OF HOPE 
FELLOWSHIP I AM  PRAYING ABOUT: 

Joining and attending a community group 80% of the year 

Leading a community group 

Committing to attend Hope Fellowship three Sundays a 
month

Commit to a giving amount on December 10 (our One Day 
Giving service).

December 10 will be time of prayer and giving for our Hope 
family. We ask that you be praying about what God would have 
you give on that day. Our goal is to raise $30,000 from this 
service. You can see a breakdown of the givers we need here:

5 givers at $2500 

5 givers at $1000

10 givers at $500

20 givers at $250

25 givers at $100

Be praying about which category God is calling you to, and 
be ready to give on December 10!

PRAYER 
GUIDE


