


 When having to write these notes, most pastors want to say just the right thing 
so people are motivated and called to action. They tell what sells, instead of what 
is real. I’m not that guy. So let me give real. 

In 2015, over one hundred people gathered to listen to a vision. A vision for a 
church that did not exist. A church anyone can walk into and feel like family. A 
church that will do all it can to love, serve, and better the lives of people for the 
glory of God. A church where the pastor is often moved to tears. A church that 
intentionally gets messy with the hard work of soul care. A church where ques-
tions are welcomed. A church in which the people love deeply, give generously, 
and pray vigorously that God will start a revival in this city. Fast forward three 
years, and here we sit. Together. Together with many joys, together with memories, 
together with wounds open and wounds healing. We are together with scars, un-
answered questions, skepticism, and faith--the kind of faith that makes us hopeful 
that the place we all were excited about in 2015 will thrive. We are hopeful that we 
will be able to make real change in our community and hopeful that East Knox-
ville, and urban communities in Knoxville like it, will be blessed, loved, encour-
aged, bettered and won with the gospel. And that is exactly what we will work to 
get done. 

The real is that this will continue to be difficult. The world has become more 
open-ended and dark. Everything our church exists to be is being attacked, chal-
lenged, and fought against. What will we do? I’m praying our answer will be to 
march forward with arms locked and press into the world and “American religion” 
and proclaim CHRIST. I’m praying that the remnant of that group from 2015 and 
our new family members will be focused on making Jesus’ name great in every 
area of the world. Hope Fellowship is a Christ-centered multiethnic, multigenera-
tional church working to see our city redeemed and renewed by the gospel. May 
we be focused and full of faith as we walk into 2019, for we shall see great things 
done by God in our midst. 

The real is I need you to be praying for me. Ask God to continue to give me 
strength. Pray that God will protect my family and me as we continue to say yes 
to His call. Pray Jade will walk. Pray my marriage will be strong. Pray for grace for 
Emily as she has the hardest job in all of this. Pray Brielle will continue to love Jesus 
and experience Jesus personally. Pray God will continue to be a fortress in this 
spiritual war we are entangled in. Pray for yourself that you will truly receive me as 
your pastor and not just the kid with the cool idea.

The real is I love you! Welcome to our 2018 Vision Night!



Our Priorities: 

We want to make sure that each of our partners are growing in their faith. 
Therefore, this year our staff team and leaders will be working to ensure all 
members are in a group or a discipleship relationship, serving in a ministry, 
and giving financially to support the Hope Fellowship ministry budget. 

Diversity is important to Hope Fellowship. As a church, we not only have to 
know how to think, speak, and live cross culturally, but we also have to know 
how to think, speak, and live cross generationally. Therefore, I am excited to 
announce we are assembling a small team to focus on this aspect of our vision. 
This team will be responsible for creating diversity experiences for our church 
that seek to unify, educate, and challenge our thinking and actions from a 
Christ-centered viewpoint. 

Hope Fellowships is all about working to see that our community knows the 
gospel and that our community knows we want to bless it. Therefore, we want 
to focus on both the spiritual and physical development of our city by intro-
ducing two new teams: the Community Engagement Team and the Commu-
nity Outreach Team. The Community Outreach Team will focus on initiatives 
to share the gospel in the community. We will also be re-engaging our com-
munity through prayer walking. Of course, we will also continue to serve our 
local schools and organizations. The Community Engagement Team will focus 
on how we serve the community by creating a one year initiative. We will be 
putting together a small team who will be given funds to help solve a problem 
in the community.

The  Numbers

Giving

65

2016
Giving: $147,151

2017
Giving: $114,071

2018 (Jan-July)
Giving: $85,667
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Commitment  Card

25 a month 
50 a month 
75 a month 
100 a month 
150 a month 
200 a month 
250 a month 
300 a month 
500 a month 
1000 a month 
 My commitment for this year will be _______ a month

Name(s): ________________________________________

________________________________________________

My (Our) Commitment for This Year:

Total Budget: $170,415

Give Back: $1,125

Missions: $17,200

Staff: $42,350

Admin Other: $24,840

Ministries: $31,000

Leadership: $4,000

Sundays: $49,900

Operations Ministry




