
Partnership Renewal

Mission and Vision 

Hope Fellowship seeks to be a Christ-centered multiethnic, multigenerational church working 
to see our city redeemed and renewed by the gospel of Christ. We seek to accomplish this by 
loving and serving all people that God brings across our paths. Scripture calls older genera-
tions to disciple younger generations. It also tells us that we are a family in Christ, no matter our 
earthly backgrounds. Therefore, we seek to be multiethnic and multigenerational as a way of 
living out the New Testament Church’s narrative, as well as a means of being faithful in disci-
pleship. It is our belief that because we are citizens of the kingdom of Heaven, our lives should 
naturally cause things to be redeemed and renewed. 

Biblical Obligations of Partners to the Hope Fellowship Body

As a body of believers that has experienced the grace that has been offered by the Good News 
of Jesus Christ, we desire to reflect attitudes and actions that represent Christ to a world that 
desperately needs to see Him. Therefore, our behavior should demonstrate a pursuit of certain 
attitudes and actions and the rejection of other attitudes and behaviors. We are to live by the 
Spirit (Romans 8) so that we don’t gratify the sinful desires of our flesh. The requirements of the 
Partnership Covenant are in no way intended as an addition to the biblical obligations of a be-
liever. Rather, this document offers an accessible, yet non-exhaustive, explanation of what the 
Scriptures teach about the obedience that faith produces. As we join together corporately, it is 
important that we are clear about that which we are affirming through this covenant.

As a partner of Hope Fellowship, I agree...

 to not have membership at any other church and to fully invest into the life of Hope Fel-  
  lowship

 to submit to the Scriptures as the final authority on all issues (Psalm 1; Psalm 119; 2 Timo-  
 thy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

 to pursue a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible reading, prayer, 
 and through fellowship with other believers (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 
 Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22)

 to follow the command and example of Christ Jesus by participating in the ordinances he 
 prescribed to His Church:

  by following the Lord in believer’s baptism 
  by remembering and celebrating the death and resurrection of Christ through 
  communion, also know as The Lord’s Supper 



 to follow the leadership of Hope Fellowship elders and other appointed leaders of the 
 church and diligently strive for unity and peace within the church (Ephesians 4:1-3; He
 brews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5).

 to walk in holiness, by God’s grace through the power of the Spirit, in all areas of my life as   
 an act of worship to Christ (1 Peter 1:13-16, 4:1-3). As a Christian, I will strive

  to practice complete sexual purity 
  if married, to practice complete fidelity within heterosexual and monogamous mar-
  riage. Complete chastity and fidelity means, among other things, that regardless of 
  my marital status, I will pursue purity and abstain from sexually immoral practices 
  such as adultery, homosexuality, premarital sex, and pornography (Romans 13:11-14; 1 
  Corinthians 6:15-20, 10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4)
  I will seek to preserve the gift of marriage and I agree to seek counsel regarding 
  marital difficulty, and I agree to walk through steps of marital reconciliation at Hope 
  Fellowship Church before pursuing divorce from my spouse (Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 
  10:1-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; for the role of the church in the process of di-
  vorce, see Paul’s concern for the resolution of legal matters within the church in 1   
  Corinthians 6).
  I will refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, gossip, and other sinful behaviors   
  as instructed by biblical teaching (Romans 1:28-32, 13:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 
  5:18; James 3:3-18).

 to communicate my absence or leaving the church for righteous reasons to the church’s 
 elders and seek out another church with which I can carry out my biblical responsibilities  
 as a believer in Christ

 to allow the elders of Hope Fellowship and appointed leadership to confront unrepentant   
 sin or falling away from the truth by:

  surrendering to the biblical procedures for church discipline where sin is evident in 
  one’s life — for the purpose of encouraging repentance and reconciliation.
  welcoming caring, righteous and loving reproof and correction when approached 
  biblically by the leadership of  Hope Fellowship and fellow believers (Psalm 141:5; 
  Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Hebrews 12:5-11)

 to regularly immerse myself in the life of Hope Fellowship by attending weekly services, 
 being in regular fellowship with other believers, serving those within and outside Hope   
 Fellowship and by sacrificing my time to evangelize to the city of Knoxville (Acts 2:42-47; 
 Hebrews 10:23-25; Titus 3:14)

 to be a steward of the resources God has given me, including my time, talents, spiritu-
 al gifts, and finances by serving in a ministry at Hope Fellowship and regularly supporting 
 the ministry of Hope Fellowship financially (Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthi-
 ans 8-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11)

 to be aware of those around me and my responsibility to avoid situations that could be a   
 stumbling block to another (1 Corinthians 8:1-13)



 to do the following when I sin:

  confess my sin to God and to fellow believers
  repent and seek counsel to put my sin to death (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; James 
  5:16; 1 John 1:6-10)

 I Give the elders and appointed leaders of Hope Fellowship permission to keep me ac-
 countable to the content of this covenant for the well being of my soul and the overall 
 good of the church body.


